Hamdan approves Dh20m for World

16 COUNTRIES INCLUDING BRAZIL TO VIE FOR TOP HONOURS AT BEACH SO

Dubai (WAM) Shaikh Ham-
dan Bin Mohammad Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Dubai
Crown Prince and Chair-
man of the Dubai Sports
Club, has approved a Dh20
million budget to organ-
ise the FIFA Beach Soccer
World Cup 2009 Dubai,
which is to be held at Du-
bai’s Jumeirah beach from
November 16 to 22.

The Dubai Sports Club is
organising the extravaganza
in coordination with the
UAE Football Association.
The competition will see 16
professional international
teams in action including
the Brazilian team, who won
the South American Cham-
pionship to seal their spot in
the tournament.

The Dh20 million budget
will cover all expenses of
the championship, includ-
ing the construction of a sta-
dium to host the main event.
The stadium will include
training facilities and other

menities details of which
ire to be announced later.

Shaikh Hamdan issued in-
itructions to the Higher Or-
zanising Committee of the
7IFA Beach Soccer World
Cup 2009 Dubai to ensure
the success of the event
given that Dubai is the first
Arab and Middle Eastern
venue to host such a ma-
jor event and only the third
city after Rio de Janeiro and
Marseilles to host the Beach
Soccer World Cup.

Dubai 2009 will be the
fifth championship event
"since it was launched in Rio
de Janeiro in 2005 when fa-
vourite Brazil was ousted in
the finals and France took
home the crown.

Shaikh Hamdan

The allocated Dh20
million budget will
cover all expenses of
the championship,
including the
construction of a
stadium to host the
main event.

The South Americans re-
turned with renewed vig-
our to take the title in 2006,
2007 and 2008, despite hav-
ing relinquished the venue
to Marseilles, France, a long
way from the land of the
samba. Now the champion-
ship will move to Dubai in
the autumn,

The executive office of the
council, chaired by Mattar
Al Tayer, has already taken
the practical steps to sup-
port the organising com-
mittee in line with Shaikh
Hamdan’s instructions to
ensure Dubai is optimally
equipped to organise major
global events in compliance
with FIFA standards.

CCER SHOWPIECE IN DUBAI

Taking the lead
Dubai will play the perfect host for the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup 2009 and will debut a new stadium exclusively for the event.

ARSHAD ALI/Gulf News archive

Hamdan
orders body
be setup

By DuANE FONSECA
Staff Reporter

Dubai Shaikh Hamdan Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Dep-
uty Ruler of Dubai and
Minister of Finance, has in
his capacity as President of
Al Nasr Club, ordered that
an honorary body be es-
tablished to help with the
club’s many functions.

The group will be head-
ed by Shaikh Ahmad Bin
Saeed Al Maktoum, Presi-
dent of Dubai Civil Avia-
tion Authority and Chair-
man and Chief Executive
of Emirates Airline and
Group, and will include a
number of the club’s prom-
inent members and fans,
who will together play a
prominent role in all future
meetings and initiatives.

Popularise

Shaikh Hamdan has also
ordered that a legislative
framework be set, defin-
ing the rights and liabili-
ties of the body’s members.
In April, he ordered the
establishment of a new
board of directors for the
club, which is up and run-
ning and being chaired by
founder and former chair-
man of the Al Grand Prix of
Nations Shaikh Maktoum
Bin Hasher Al Maktoum.

Shaikh Maktoum last
week revealed the club will
endeavour tirelessly to es-
tablish a “club culture” that
will ensure fan loyalty in all
disciplines, not just soccer.

“Our goal is to popularise

sport,” Shaikh Maktoum
said.
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